
Eastbank Riparian Restoration 
 
 
The east bank of the Willamette, as it flows through Portland between the Ross Island and 
Hawthorne Bridges, consists of a steep bank armored with rip-rap, with a few industrial 
structures and boat docks.  The bank top consists of undifferentiated fill, which is severely 
compacted.  Despite these limitations, the area is home to cottonwood and willow, which provide 
nutrients and building material for beaver, as evidenced by teeth marks and chew sticks.  
Ospreys and bald eagles, both of which nest on nearby Ross Island, can be seen flying overhead. 
 
This project begins the restoration of a highly impacted section of the Willamette River’s 
riparian area along the Eastbank Esplande, between the Hawthorne Bridge and the OMSI.  
Restoration will greatly improve habitat for local wildlife and provide a highly visible project 
that will provide lasting educational benefits for the general public. 
 
Funding and in-kind contributions from Metro, the City of Portland’s Bureau of Environmental 
Services, and the City of Portland’s Water Bureau, as well as the efforts of ninety-five volunteers 
who donated 380 hours of time have really moved this project forward.  (A similar project, 
involving SOLV, Metro, and the City of Portland is restoring the eastbank between the OMSI 
and the Portland Opera House.) 
 
To date, we have cleared invasive weeds from 1.25 acres of steeply rip-rapped riverbank along 
1,086 bank feet; installed over 2,200 native trees and shrubs; and developed and installed 
permanent signage in a highly visible spot along the esplanade informing the public of the 
reasons for initiating restoration work in a highly urban core.  In addition, Riverkeeper conducts 
frequent paddle trips from this location, informing the public of restoration activities on the east 
bank between the Hawthorne Bridge and Oaks Bottom, as well as planned activities on Ross 
Island. 
 

 
Family installing native plants 

 
Beaver chew marks on cottonwood tree 

 
The native plants we’ve installed were chosen to do well in a sunny, dry location with poor soils 
– the conditions found on the eastbank.  Because the banktop is next to the Eastbank Esplanade, 
we chose showy plants with pretty flowers and bright fruit.  The flowers and the fruit attract 



insects and birds, while the plants themselves require little watering or maintenance since they 
are adapted to our climate of cool, wet winters and sunny, dry summers.   
Willamette Riverkeeper, BES, and the owners of the Portland Boathouse will continue to 
maintain and supplement these installations over time.  Riverkeeper staff will periodically send 
out e-mail announcements of informal workdays, at which we will weed, mulch and/or install 
plants. 
 

 
Sign installed along Eastbank Esplanade, behind the Portland Boathouse 


