Traces in Time

The Willamette’s history is evident today along

its shores. Along this route, history comes to life.
Meadows and shorelines were home to Native
Americans whose ancedry in the valley dates back
10,000 years. Lincoln Accessis the site of a
once-bustling waterfront town. Will amette Mission
features a ghost structure of an 1834 Methodi st
misson. River's Edge Park in Keizer was the site

of an 1811 trading post. T oday, small ferries
established around 150 years ago still shuttle back and forth acrossthe river. Architectural
gemsthat now house restaurants, shops and the local library announce the Historic District
of Independence. Remnants of a host of townsand landings that prospered in the mid-1800s,
when steamboats plied these waters, give testament to the Will amette’s rich past.

The Buena a ferry

Seclusion to Cityscape

On this stretch, the river flows through a
great diversity of landscapes, from serene
backwaters to urban waterfronts. Quiet
back channels lead to hidden cam psites
not far from civilization’s hustle and bustle.
Sandy beaches and gravel bars open up to
lovely vistas that give no clue of nearby
towns. Alternately, city paddling can bring
a fresh view of urban life—ajaunt to a
town park for | unch, a mini-excursion
paddling near a moored sternwheeler,

or an after-work fishing trip unwi nding on
the water.
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