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Suggested Day Paddles
Paddling t ime estimates are based on summer flows, which average 7,500 cfs (cubic feet/second) or about
2.5 mph. Check www.westfly.com or http://or .water.usgs.gov fo r current conditio ns.

BRUNCH PADDLE
Buena Vista to In dep endence
DISTANCE: 11 mil es
TIME: All ow 5 hours
Get an early start and put in at Buena Vista Park, River Mile
(RM) 106.5, on the west side of the river, withi n sight of the
historic Buena Vista Ferry. Pass Wells Island. Break spots are
available in two  miles at American Bottom (RM 104) and six
miles at Judson Rocks (RM 100). Watch for great floc ks of waterfowl as you pass Ankeny National Wildlife
Refuge, across from Sidney Access (RM 102). Take out at Independence (RM 95.5) where you can have
brunch and stretch your legs saunteri ng around this charming histo ric town.

ISLANDS JAUNT
Independence t o Wallace Marine Park
DISTANCE: 12 mil es
TIME:  Allow  6 hou rs

Start at Independence (RM 95.5). Put in at the boat  ramp
and soon the river curves. Stop for lunch in 6 miles at Emil
Mark/Lloyd Strange Fishing Hole (RM 91), keeping an eye
out for bank anglers during the fishing season. At RM 91
is the former Halls Ferry Landing site. In the five miles
between RM 92 and 87 are three islands owned by the
Division of State Lands, almost one right after the other.
You’ ll pass Minto Brown Park (RM 87-85) and Salem’s
Riverfront Park (RM 84.25). Watch for the old trestle railroad
bridge as a landmark and head to the west shore to  take
out at Wallace Marine Park (RM 84).

FAMILY FUN
Wallace Marine Park to M into Brown Park
Circle Paddle
DISTANCE: 1 mile
TIME:  Allow  1 hou r paddling,  plus p layt ime
Put in at the upstream end of Wallace Marine Park (RM 84)
for an easy paddle across the river to Minto  Brown Park
(RM 85), where you can pull to shore. There’s a shallow
embayment that’ s great for birdwatching, and a gravel beach
that's fun to  explore. Enjoy a snack, then paddle back to
Wallace Marine Park.
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On the river, nature is all around, offering unexpected
wonders in its myriad sights and sounds. This stretch
of the watershed is home to more than 140 species of
birds, from bald eagles and red-tailed hawks to great
horned owls and osprey, thousands of migratory ducks
and geese, and multitudes of songbirds. Beavers and
otters clamber between water and land. Fish are
plentiful, including salmon, steelhead, sturgeon, cutthroat
and rainbow trout. Shores are lined with alder, willow,
cottonwoods and Douglas fir, shrubs, grasses and
wildflowers.

Nature Up Close

Traces in Time
The Willamette’s history is evident today along
its shores. Along this route, history comes to life.
Meadows and shorelines were home to Native
Americans whose ancestry in the valley dates back
10,000 years. Lincoln Access is the site of a
once-bustling waterfront town. Willamette Mission
features a ghost structure of an 1834 Methodist
mission. River’s Edge Park in Keizer was the site
of an 1811 trading post. Today, small ferries
established around 150 years ago still shuttle back and forth across the river. Architectural
gems that now house restaurants, shops and the local library announce the Historic District
of Independence. Remnants of a host of towns and landings that prospered in the mid-1800s,
when steamboats plied these waters, give testament to the Willamette’s rich past.

On this stretch, the river flows through a
great diversity of landscapes, from serene
backwaters to urban waterfronts. Quiet
back channels lead to hidden campsites
not far from civilization’s hustle and bustle.
Sandy beaches and gravel bars open up to
lovely vistas that give no clue of nearby
towns. Alternately, city paddling can bring
a fresh view of urban life—a jaunt to a
town park for lunch, a mini-excursion
paddling near a moored sternwheeler,
or an after-work fishing trip unwinding on
the water.

The Buena Vista ferry
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Seclusion to Cityscape

To fully experience the Willamette, paddlers need information about the river ’s many launch and landing
sites, safety and route options. The water trail  links communities along the river, and teaches the value
of cultural and natural resources. Trail maps and guideboo ks direct paddlers to  local communities for
campgrounds, grocery stores, restaurants and other amenities, enhancing local economies. As an officially
recognized water tra il, the Willamette  becomes eligible for regiona l and national resources and funding.
A sense of stewardship can be nurtured through public education and coordinated v olunteer activit ies
such as cleanups and water quality monito ring.

Why Establish a Willamette River
Water Trail?

River Etiquette
Be Court eous
Be considerate o f other river users. Get organized
before you get to the ramp so you can launch
or take out quickly. Move to the o ther side o f
the ri ver when encountering anglers and wildlife.

Respect Pri vate Proper ty
This guide distinguishes between public and private property. While
the ri ver is a public resource, it should be assumed that pr operty  is
private unless otherwise noted.  Public parks along this stretch are
marked with the Water Trail logo.  Respect all No Trespassing and
No Hunting signs. For more informat ion, see Who Owns the
Waterways, Oregon Division of State Lands.

Leave No Trace
Site Conservat ion
Try to leave the site cleaner than you found it. Use existing clearings that won’t be damaged by  your
presence. Avoid trampling vegetation.  Split larger parties into  groups of four to six.

Fires
Respect local fire restrictio ns. Minimize the impact of fires by using existing fire rings or pits. Keep fires
small or use a camp stove. Use only downed, dead woo d for campfires, and drown fires and spread out
the ashes before you leave.

Pollut ion
Clean and wash equipment, dishes, etc. as far away from the river as possible, and use only biodegradable
soaps. Pack out all garbage and properly  dispose of all waste. For more informat ion, see the
Leave No Trace website at www.lnt.org/programs/ lnt7/.

The Willamette and Water Quality
While additi onal improvement is
desired, water quality in this section
has made significant strides over
the past few decades and is safe
for recreational activi ties.
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Resources
Emergencies  Call 9-1-1

Safety Inf ormat ion
Oregon State Marine Board:
www.boato regon.com

Weathe r and Marine Radio
Natio nal Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) National Weather
Forecast Service Office and Marine Forecast
Center: 503-261-9246

River Flow Inf ormat ion 
www.westfly.com and
http://or .water.usgs.gov

Parks and Tour ism
Oregon Tourism Commission:
www.traveloregon.com

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department:
725 Summer Street, NE, Suite C
Salem OR 97301, 1-800-551-6949
www.prd.state.or .us

Willamette Mission State Park: 503-390-7453
Marion County Parks:
http://p ubl icworks.co.marion.or.us/parks

City of Salem Parks:
http://www .cityofsalem.net/ parks/

Stewardship  Organizatio ns
Willamette Riverkeeper: 503-223-6418
www.willamette- riverkeeper.org

Water Qu alit y
Willamette Riverkeeper: 503-223-6418
www.willamette- riverkeeper.org
DEQ: www.deq.state.o r.us

Equipm ent Rent al/ Tours
G.I. Joe’s (Salem): 503-364-4331
Oregon Canoe Sports: 503-361-7824
www.Oregoncanoesport. com

Peaks Sports: 541-754-6444
www.proaxis.com/~ peak

Paddling  Clubs
Cascade Canoe Club: www.oregonlink.com/paddle/
Lower Columbia Canoe Club: www.l-ccc.org
Oregon Ocean Paddling Society:
www.oopskayak.org
Willamette  Kayak and Canoe Club: www.wkcc.org

Restaurants, Supplies and
Lodging
On this 35-mile stretch of the Willamette,  there
are no amenities visible from the water. Boaters
can restock, eat or find lodging a short walk from
the boat ramps at Independence, Salem Riverfront
and Wallace Marine Park, and a bus ride from
Sunset Park. For more informat ion, check local
Chamber of Commerce websites:
Salem: www.salemchamber.org/
Keizer: www.keizerchamber.com and
Independence: www.open.org/ ~mi cc/

Plan Your Own
Launch Sites
RM 106.5....Buena Vista Park. Boat ramp.

RM 95.5......Independence Riverview Park. Boat ramp.

RM 84.25....Salem Riverfront Park. Boat dock launch.

RM 84.........Wallace Marine Park. Use the gravel bar
between the bridges.

RM 81.25....Sunset Park. Gravel beach launch.

RM 78.........Spongs Landing Park. Shore launch,
100-yard walk with stairs.

RM 77.........Lincoln Access. Shore launch.

RM 74.........Spring Valley Access. Shore launch.

RM  74. ........Willamette Mission State Park. Boat ramp.

RM 72 ........Ediger Landing. Shore launch. (west side)

RM 72.........Wheatland Boat Ramp. (east side)

Camping Sites
RM 106 ......Wells Island Park

RM 104 ......American Bottom Landing

RM 102 ......Sidney Access

RM 100 ......Judson Rocks

RM 97 ........Independence Bar Landing

RM 91.25 ...DSL Island

RM 89.5 .....DSL Island

RM 87.25 ...DSL Island

RM 79.5 .....Keizer Rapids Park

RM 78.5 .....Darrow Bar Island

RM 77 ........Spongs Island

RM 75 ........ Windsor Island

RM 74 ........Spring Valley Access

Rushing wild and pure from its headwaters in the Cascade Mountains,
the Willamette broadens into a meandering 187-mile-long river, by
volume the 13th largest in the United States. Every day, thousands
of people crisscross the Willamette on bridges, or drive on roads along
its length, within arm’s reach of its many wonders. The water trail
provides access to launch, landing and camping sites, encouraging
people in small boats to explore this extraordinary waterway. Eventually
the trail will extend the full length of the Willamette to its confluence
with the Columbia River. This guidebook encompasses the middle
section; upper and lower sections will be developed later.
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Overnight Camping Paddles
THE LONG VIEW
Independence Park to Wheat land Boat Ramp
DISTANCE: 23.5 mil es
TIME: 1 – 2 days
CAMP:  Keizer Rapids Park

Put in at Independence (RM 95.5), lunch in Salem (RM 85),
and spend the night at Keizer Rapids Park (RM 79.5). Next
morning, visit Spong’s Landing (RM 78) and take out at the
Wheatland Boat Ramp (RM 72) or Ediger Landing on the west
side (RM 72). Keizer Rapids Park has many areas—some gravel,
some sandy—that can be used for camping. At thi s writing,
the park is primitive, but undergoing a Master Planning process
for adding ameniti es.

LAZY WEEKEND OUTING
Buena Vista to In dep endence
DISTANCE: 11 mil es
TIME:  1 – 2 days
CAMP:  American Bott om Landing
Put in at Buena Buena Vista Boat Ramp (RM 106.5) and paddle
about 3 miles to American Bottom Landing (RM 104). American
Bottom is quiet and remote,  with many areas—some grassy,
some with gravel—that can be used for camping. There’s a
fire ring, plus picnic tables with a view of the river, and toilets .
No water. The next day, continue about 9 miles and take out
at Independence Riverview Park Boat Ramp (RM 95.5).

TO THE FERRY
Wallace Marine Park t o Wheatland Ferry Ramp
DISTANCE: 12 mil es
TIME:  Allow  6 hou rs
Put in at Wallace Marine Park Put in Put in at Wallace Marine
Park (RM 84). Pass McLane Island
(RM 83). You’ll approach a multitude of potential lunch or stopping
spots: Keizer Rapids (RM 79.5), Spongs Landing (RM 78), Lincoln
Access (RM 77), Windsor Island (RM 75), Willamette Mission
State Park (RM 74), to ultimately  arrive at the Wheatland Boat
Ramp (RM 72) adjacent to the Wheatland Ferry.

NO TE: Except for the Family Fun Circle Paddle, you have to run a shuttle o r have a pickup plan. Ano ther
optio n is to go half the distance upriver first—so you’re not paddling agains t the current on the return—
then paddle back  downri ver to the put-in.

Salem’s Riverfront Park

78.5: Darrow Bar Island
Primitive camping.

This boating map and guid e was made possible by the Mid-Willamette River Connectio ns Group,
a coalition of local agencies, governments and non-profi t organizations working to  connect people
with the Wi llamette River.

THE M ID-WILLAMETTE RIVER CONNECTIONS GROUP

· Bureau of Land Management
· City of Albany
· City of Independence
· City of Keizer
· City of Salem
· Corvallis Parks and Recreation Dept.
· Marion County
· Mid-Wil lamette Valley Council of Governments
· Natio nal Parks Service – Rivers and Trails Programs
· Oregon Parks and Recreation Dept.
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Named for its loud piercing kill-dee
cry, Killdeer are common along the
riverbank and adjacent meadows.
Two black bands across the chest
distinguish it from other shorebirds.

Pit-roasted Camas bulbs were a staple of
the Native American diet. The blue-violet
wildflowers sometimes carpet entire meadows.

Look for the sign and stay near.

Paddling Safety
Gear Checklist
Always wear a life jacket with a whistle. In Oregon, children 12 and younger are required by law to wear life
jackets in boats that are underway. Dress for cold water—wear polypropylene and fleece and avoid cotton.

 First aid kit  Sunglasses  Extra ropes  Map and this guide
 Extra paddle  Pump  Dry bags  Plenty of drinking water
 Extra clothes  Flashlight  Hat with brim  Matches in waterproof container
 Life jacket/whistle  Pocket knife  Snacks 

Cauti ons !
All rivers and moving water can present hazards. Generally, flows on the Willamette  during summer and
fall are considered appropriate for beginning paddlers , but hazards sti ll exist in any season. Special
caution should be taken in the winter and spring when rain and snowmelt increase the river level volume
and speed. Paddlers should be pr epared for these factors, as well as cooler air and water tempera tures.
Currents, channels and levels of the Willamette c an change dramatically. Keep a distance from rocks,
shallow water, snags and other “strainers”  like tree stumps and branches. Paddlers should be wary of
outside bends  of the river, where the current is much faster and strainers are often found. It is generally
safer t o stay to the inside bend in the river. Give ferries wide berth;  they move with surprising speed .
Watch out for power boats and congested areas. Turn into wakes and be aware of eddies.

Before You Go
Check the weather. Be aware of fall and winter hunti ng seasons. Don’t boat alo ne. Choose a trip and
distance in relation to your ex perience and fit ness, estimating a 2- to 3-mph paddling speed. Check river
flow at www. westfly.com or http://or .water.usgs.gov. Know your course, your capabiliti es, your limits,
and plan well.

72: Edig er Land ing
Large gravel bar, free parking

RM 78.5 :  Navigatio n Hazards
Pilings at head of island.

RM 77:  Navig atio n Hazards
Shallow—watch for snags!
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Grand Island Road

Metheny

Picnicking

Camping

Hiking

Hunting

Flow Direction

Navigation hazard

Power line

Department of State Lands
Public Lands

Public Parks

Boat ramp

Vehicle access

Public dock/transient use

Restrooms

Water

Legend used on following RM section maps:

Ankeny National
Wildlife Refuge

Talbot Road

102 :  Sidney Access

95.5: Independence
Riverv iew
Park

91.25: Emil Mark /
Lloyd Str ange
Fishing Hole

72-70: Wheat land Bar

82: River’ s
Edge  Park

84-83: Wallace
Marine Park

72: Wheat land
Ferry

Yamhill County
Polk County

74-72: Wi llamet te  Mi ssion
Sta te  Park

 74: Spri ng Valley
Access

72: Wheat land
Boat  Ramp

75: Windsor
Island Access

79.5: Keizer Rapi ds Park

83: McLane
Island

87.25: Depart ment of St ate Lands Island

91: Halls Ferry Landi ng

91.25: Depar t ment  of  St at e Lands
Island

96: Independence Island

100 : Judson Rocks

106 : Wells Island Park
106 .5: Buena Vista  Ferry

106 .5: Buena
Vist a Park

81.25: Sunset
Park

80.5: Palma Ciea Park

79: Darr ow  Rocks
Landi ng

84.25: Salem
River fro nt Park

87-85: Mi nto Bro wn and
Eola Bend Parks

78: Darr ow  Bar
Access

78: Spo ngs
Landing Park

77: Lincoln
Access

Salem

Willamet te River Water Trail Area

97: Independence Bar
Landi ng

u

82.5: River Road
Park

89.5: Depart ment  of
St at e Lands Island
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72: Ediger Landing

77: Spo ngs
Island

78.5: Darr ow  Bar
Island

A  GUIDE TO  THE

WILLAM ETTE RIVER WATER TRAIL
BUEN A  VISTA FERRY TO  WHEATLA N D FERRY
RIVER M ILES 107 TO 72

1 Mile North

104 : American
Bot to m
Landi ng

Luckiamute
Landing

73

74

76

100: Judson Rocks

Independence


