Wlx\y Establish a Willamette River :
Water Trail?

To fully experience the Willamette, paddlers need information about the river’s many launch and landing
sites, safety and route options. The water trail links communities along the river, and teaches the value
of cultural and natural resources. Trail maps and guideboo ks direct paddlers to local communities for
campgrounds, grocery sores, restaurants and other amenities, enhancing local economies. As an officially
recognized water trail, the Willamette becomes eligible for regional and national resources and funding.
A sense of stewardship can be nurtured through public education and coordinated v olunteer activities
such as deanups and water quality monito ring.

pacldli!/\g Sa{e’ry

Gear Checklist
Always wear a life jacket with a whistle. In Oregon, children 12 and younger are required by law to wear life
jacketsin boats that are underway. Dress for cold water—wear polypropylene and fleece and avoid cotton.

First aid kit Sunglasses Extra ropes Map and this guide
Extra paddle Pump Dry bags Plenty of drinking water
Extra clothes Flashlight Hat with brim Matches in waterproof container
Life jacket/whistle Pocket knife Shacks
Cautions!

All rivers and moving water can present hazards. Generally, flows on the Willamette during summer and
fall are considered appropriate for beginning paddlers , but hazards still exist in any season. Special
caution should be taken in the winter and spring when rain and snowmelt increase the river level volume
and speed. Paddlers should be prepared for these factors, aswell as cooler air and water temperatures.
Currents, channels and levels of the Willamette c an change dramatically. Keep a distance from rocks,
shalow water, snags and other “strainers” like tree stumps and branches. Paddlers should be wary of
outside bends of the river, where the current is much faster and strainers are often found. It is generally
safer to stay to the inside bend in the river. Give ferries wide berth; they move with surprising speed.
Watch out for power boats and congested areas. Turn into wakes and be aware of eddies.

BeforeYou Go

Check the weather. Be aware of fall and winter hunti ng seasons. Don't boat alone. Choose a trip and
distance in relation to your ex perience and fitness, edimating a 2- to 3-mph paddling speed. Check river
flow at www. westfly.com or http://or .water.usgs.gov. Know your course, your capabiliti es, your limits,
and plan well.




