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~~ SUPERFUND continued from page 1.

WRK feels that this is an option that
could be explored, if adequate data
was provided. To date there have
been many questions regarding such
a site in relation to potential flooding
and long term movement of ground-
water. While these facilities have been
used in Puget Sound for years, this
would be the first time in the Western
United States that such a facility
would be constructed in a riverine
environment.

Based on the information provided
by the EPA to date, it is still too
risky with too many unanswered
questions, to approve of at this time.

Early Action at GASCO

The site known as Gasco, owned by
NW Natural, was recently cleaned up.
A mass of tar, near the river’s shore-
line, was extracted over a period of
weeks. The area was then capped
with clean sediment. This tar-like
substance was on the river bottom for
the past few decades, creating a cont-
aminated hotspot in the middle of an
already polluted Harbor.

Due to the strong advocacy of WRK,
NW Natural decided to follow
through on earlier commitments to

clean this area. While this cleanup is
part of the overall Superfund cleanup,
it is known as an “Early Action” and
can be cleaned up earlier than other
areas in the Harbor due to the amount
of information already obtained by the
EPA and NW Natural.

While there was not a containment
wall put around this mess during
removal, there was a “silt curtain”
placed to prevent contamination of
the river as the area was being cleaned
up. During the cleanup, on several
occasions, water quality samples
showed very high amounts of
Benzo(a) pyrene and Benzo(a)
anthracene. In our view, this contam-
ination occurred far too often.

Several times work stopped at the site
until the EPA, working with NW
Natural, could decide what, if any,
corrective action should be taken too
address the high contaminant levels
downstream.

The removal was far from perfect.
The result though, has gotten the vast
majority of the area cleaned up. This
project has provided some valuable
lessons for the EPA that can be
applied to future actions in the
Portland Harbor cleanup that are of
a similar nature.

Far left: Tar from the Gasco site is removed
one scoop at a time.

Left: McCormick & Batxer shoreline is now
reinforced with a blanket of concrete.

McCormick and Baxter

Over the past few months, the
McCormick & Baxter site in the
Portland Harbor has been under-
going the final stages of cleanup.

This site is the former home to
McCormick & Baxter, a company
that treated wood with creosote. Over
the years, due to poor disposal and
holding practices, creosote leaked
into the groundwater in this area.
This site was listed as a Superfund site
in June 1994, preceding the larger
Superfund site by several years.

The cleanup has been significant,
with 33,000 tons of contaminated
soil removed from the site. Part of
the pollution problem at this site
included significant contamination
of river sediment.

This past summer a cap was placed
over the in-water portion of
contaminated sediment. This cap is
reinforced along the shoreline with a
concrete blanket intended to protect
against erosion. The upland area has
been capped as well, and then
covered with a specialized sheet that
provides another layer of protection,
and then more soil. The goal is a
cleanup that results in a usable area
that can be used again with no acute
or chronic impacts on human health.

McCormick & Baxter also provides
some good restoration opportunity.
Willamette Riverkeeper will be work-
ing with DEQ in the months ahead
on planting native species on site.
This site will also require many years
of monitoring to ensure that all
aspects of the cleanup are working as
designed. Stay tuned for more infor-
mation on McCormick and Baxter.
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