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I
n its inaugural summer, Willamette Riverkeeper’s new 
bacteria monitoring program has proven its worth. Results
from Dahl Beach, a small but popular spot with swimmers 

at the mouth of the Clackamas River in Gladstone, revealed high
levels of Escherichia coli (E. coli), a fecal coliform bacteria.  

The focus of WRK’s E.coli monitoring is to inform the public 
of bacteria concentrations in areas where they swim, wade, fish,
wakeboard, and play in the water. Volunteers retrieve samples
twice monthly from nine popular beaches and recreation areas 
in the Lower Willamette and deliver them to WRK’s office for 
in-house analysis. The results from this testing are then posted
online at our website.

Equipment provided by the Oregon Department of Environmental
Quality has enabled WRK to process a large quantity of samples
with a high level of accuracy. Samples are tested for E.coli, a fecal
coliform bacteria which is found in the intestines of warm-blooded
animals. E.coli indicates the presence of  harmful fecal coliform

such as Salmonella and Giardia. Sewage overflows and runoff 
containing animal feces create elevated levels of these bacteria.  

Samples from Dahl Beach are collected by Bob Beckel, an extremely
reliable and dedicated volunteer. In addition to Dahl Beach, Bob
tests three other sites including Cedar Oak Boat Ramp, Willamette
Park in West Linn (Bernert Landing) and George Rogers Park in
Lake Oswego. Because our Dahl Park samples were so consistently
high in E. coli levels, the DEQ staff and Oregon City and Gladstone
officials became aware of unhealthy conditions at the site. In
response, temporary signs, pictured below, were placed at Dahl
Beach to encourage the public to refrain from feeding waterfowl, 
a possible source of the problem.

E. COLI continues on page 7.
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Willamette Riverkeeper’s Volunteer Bacteria Monitors Detect Problem Area

Islands Initiative: Summer Accomplishments

E
arlier this year Willamette Riverkeeper launched the Islands
Initiative, a new, on-the-ground restoration effort that focuses on
Willamette River islands. This summer we have been busy identify-

ing islands and riparian areas in need of restoration, as well as forming
partnerships to get work done and to develop long-term action planning.

Work over the summer has included:
Installing new signage, removing scotch broom, and cleaning up 
trash on Hogg Island, now referred to as Oak Island, in West Linn.
We completed a baseline plant inventory of the island’s trees, 
shrubs and herbaceous plant communities with help from the 
City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services (BES). 

ISLANDS INITIATIVE continues on page 7.

Toby Query of BES and Amy Morrison of WRK conduct the first vegetation survey of Oak Island.
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