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Islands Initiative: Summer Accomplishments

arlier this year Willamette Riverkeeper launched the Islands

Initiative, a new, on-the-ground restoration effort that focuses on

Willamette River islands. This summer we have been busy identify-
ing islands and riparian areas in need of restoration, as well as forming
partnerships to get work done and to develop long-term action planning.

Work over the summer has included:

®

Installing new signage, removing scotch broom, and cleaning up
trash on Hogg Island, now referred to as Oak Island, in West Linn.
We completed a baseline plant inventory of the island’s trees,
shrubs and herbaceous plant communities with help from the
City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services (BES).

~— IsLANDS INITIATIVE continues on page 7.

Toby Query of BES and Amy Morrison of WRK conduct the first vegetation survey of Oak Island.

Willamette Riverkeeper’s Volunteer Bacteria Monitors Detect Problem Area

bacteria monitoring program has proven its worth. Results

from Dahl Beach, a small but popular spot with swimmers
at the mouth of the Clackamas River in Gladstone, revealed high
levels of Escherichia coli (E. coli), a fecal coliform bacteria.

I n its inaugural summer, Willamette Riverkeeper’s new

The focus of WRK’s E.coli monitoring is to inform the public
of bacteria concentrations in areas where they swim, wade, fish,
wakeboard, and play in the water. VVolunteers retrieve samples
twice monthly from nine popular beaches and recreation areas
in the Lower Willamette and deliver them to WRK’s office for
in-house analysis. The results from this testing are then posted
online at our website.

Equipment provided by the Oregon Department of Environmental

Quality has enabled WRK to process a large quantity of samples
with a high level of accuracy. Samples are tested for E.coli, a fecal

coliform bacteria which is found in the intestines of warm-blooded

animals. E.coli indicates the presence of harmful fecal coliform
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such as Salmonella and Giardia. Sewage overflows and runoff
containing animal feces create elevated levels of these bacteria.

Samples from Dahl Beach are collected by Bob Beckel, an extremely
reliable and dedicated volunteer. In addition to Dahl Beach, Bob
tests three other sites including Cedar Oak Boat Ramp, Willamette
Park in West Linn (Bernert Landing) and George Rogers Park in
Lake Oswego. Because our Dahl Park samples were so consistently
high in E. coli levels, the DEQ staff and Oregon City and Gladstone
officials became aware of unhealthy conditions at the site. In
response, temporary signs, pictured below, were placed at Dahl
Beach to encourage the public to refrain from feeding waterfowl,

a possible source of the problem.

~— E. couicontinues on page 7.
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River Ramblings
From the Riverkeeper

ometimes | am reminded that
Swhile the Willamette River’s

condition has improved over the
years, due in part to a gradual shift in
understanding of what it takes to keep
rivers healthy, that there are still people
out there who have not increased their
understanding of what rivers need in
order to thrive.

For instance, take a recent large-scale project, undertaken by Linn County, designed
to prevent erosion. The past winter’s high water flows eroded a bank and part of a
small county road at Irish Bend. In the name of road protection the county received
“emergency” funds from the federal government and an “emergency” permit from
the US Army Corps of Engineers. What ensued was a massive project that included
scaling back the river bank and pouring rock up and down the bank for about 200
yards. Now this may well have been acceptable 30 years ago, but today most people
have come to understand that there are better ways to protect eroding river banks
(e.g., with less rock, more vegetation, and woody debris). This method also provides
needed habitat for wildlife and fish.

In a similar vein, a group along the mid-Willamette believes that the river should be
dredged, principally to deepen it for a river boat. This small insular group has con-
vened under the Linn County Soil and Water Conservation District over the summer,
and has interjected the idea of dredging as a way to help the river. While there is no
scientific basis for this idea, they continue to use it try to move their agenda forward.
The act of dredging can ruin river bottom habitat and can disturb threatened salmon,
both resident and migratory species. This runs counter to everything that is being
done productively along the river today.

After all of the years of work to protect clean water, and to reduce the declines in
habitat, these projects still move forward. It makes one wonder whether these folks
are simply misinformed, just don’t care, or feel that human domination over every
natural thing or process is acceptable. Perhaps it is all three.

Willamette Riverkeeper seeks to provide a way for people to connect with the river
and to learn about it. It is our sincere hope that as we work around the Willamette
Valley with our members, River Guardians, governments, and partner organizations
that we can reduce the incidence of projects like the one’s mentioned above as we
move forward together to improve habitat and water quality throughout the
Willamette basin for the benefit of people and wildlife. WRK supports the opinion
of federal agencies like the US Army Corps and the National Marine Fisheries
Service and others; dredging is not in the best interest of the Willamette River.
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Travis Williams, Riverkeeper
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Rcognition & Appreciation

We thank the following foundations for their valued support of our work:

Meyer Memorial Trust
Herbert A. Templeton Foundation
Jackson Foundation
Jubitz Family Foundation
Ralph L. Smith Foundation

We thank the following businesses and organizations for their support:

Earth Share of Oregon
First Alternative Cooperative

Lewis & Clark College

Dee Carlson & Mike Balm
Joseph, Veronica & Tommy Digiovannangelo
Manley & Janis Doane
Martha & Robert Gamblin
Mark Gimpl
Bill Debolt & Martha Graner
Walt & Gretchen Hollands
Ben Ignatowski
Dean Marriott

Osprey ($50 - $99)

Julie Canan
Bill Chapin
Dede Chinlund
Robin Cochran
Gary Guttormsen
LeeAnn Thompson & Elizabeth Katz
Denis Green & Kelley Kendall
Randall & Rachael Kester
Scott & Caroline Lamb
Jean Lane
Thomas LeGros
Mike & Carolyn Lindberg
Phillip P Mossholder
Wayne Parker
Roger & Barbara Superneau
Mary Tax
Sylvia Yamada
Bob & Darlene York

Friends of Straub Environmental Learning Center

Merrill
Metro Parks & Greenspaces Program
Port of Portland
Yakima Products, Inc.

We thank the following individuals for their recent contributions:
Sturgeon ($100 - $499)

Richard & Ann Radossevich
Sue Sandford
Dennis & Valorie Schuelke
Leigh Schwarz
Pat & Vicky Smith
Rachelle Speckman
Suzanne Whisler
Del & Kay Wiesner
Gary & Terra Williams

Chinook ($25 - $49)

Ken Ammann Doreen Hartwig
Charles Aubin Ashley Henry
Philip & Sharon Backman Christine Hill
Bob & Helen Beckel Scott Kraynak

Eric & Linda Mihata
Emily & Bob Nelson
Frank & Lois Riha

Ted & Mary Bloniarz
John & Dorothy Brady
Katie Clarkson

Norm Diamond Susan Saul
Angela Dreher Douglas Sponseller
David & Sharon Dusenbery Carol Stern
Rosemary Furfey Pat Wall
Cathy Gentile Mary & Clifford Wirfs
Martin & Patricia Gerrard Phyllis Wolse

Special thank you
to PADDLE OREGON 2006 paddlers
who support WRK
through their participation in the event.
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