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W
illamette
Riverkeeper 
has initiated a

study of several populations
of the Western Pearlshell
(Margaratifera falcata), a
freshwater mussel. This
project has been funded by
PGE and Pacific Power’s
Salmon Habitat Fund and
administered by the Nature
Conservancy. The money
for the Salmon Habitat
Fund comes from an option
PGE and Pacific Power 
customers can choose when they sign up for renewable
power (this option is called “Healthy Habitat” by PGE).

The goals of this project are to locate at least five densely
populated mussel beds, document the number of 
individuals in each bed, measure a subset of individuals 
in order to assess population structure, and search for
indications of reproduction (juveniles buried in the 
sediment). Secondary goals include assessing ecological
function of mussel beds by testing water quality, 
documenting salmonid bed use and interactions, and
marking a subset of each population for future studies.

Field crews for this project will consist of WRK staff and
volunteers. The first phase of the project, already initiated,
involves locating large mussel beds (greater than 100 
individuals). Although it sounds simple, a lot of time 
must be spent searching stream beds with a snorkel or

aquascope for the perfect
conditions which host a
mussel bed. The second
phase of the project 
consists of counting and
measuring mussels as well
as testing water quality at
the selected beds. Both
phases are anticipated to be
complete by fall of 2007.  

The watersheds where this
project will be implement-
ed have been prioritized by
PGE and Pacific Power and

are located within the Willamette basin. Some watersheds
where we will focus our effort include: Eagle Creek
(Clackamas), Clackamas River, Dairy Creek (Tualatin),
Scappoose Creek, Luckiamute River, South Yamhill River
and the middle mainstem Willamette.  

Volunteer help will be crucial for the success of this 
project. Volunteers can help in both phases of the 
project and little more is required than a time commit-
ment and a willingness to spend a lot of time in the water!
If you have any information on where you have encoun-
tered live mussels or even empty shells in any of the above
watersheds, we’d love to hear about it. Finally, if you own
land along a water body in any of the above mentioned 
watersheds and would allow WRK to access the stream 
or river through your property, please let us know.  
To volunteer in any capacity, please contact Art Bass 
at 503-223-6418. 

Willamette Basin Mussel Surveys

Do you live in Clackamas, Multnomah, or Washington County?
Join WRK and Vote YES on 

Measure 26-80 for Natural Areas, Parks, and Streams!

You can protect natural areas, parks, and streams close to home. Metro, 
our regional government, referred a bond measure to voters in Clackamas,

Multnomah, and Washington counties that would raise $227.4 million dollars. This municipal bond will be
on the November, 2006, ballot as Measure 26-80. It will cost 19 cents per $1,000 of assessed (not 
market) property value per year, costing the average homeowner under $3 a month. 

Bond measure funds will be spent on maintaining, improving and preserving natural areas that are needed
for healthy fish and wildlife habitat, recreation opportunities, and clean water. To find out more about the
measure and campaign involvement, go to www.savenaturalareas.org.  
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